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Words from the Prez

Greetings everyone and happy May. Our very first HDBC Pet Bird Expo is fast
approaching. Committee members are diligently working on all the many details for a successful
Bird Expo. A variety of different vendors selling birds and bird -related items will be there.
Three bird rescues will also be participating. Four mini  -seminars on birds and bird care are
scheduled and ready to go. The special feature of th e day is our Bird Star Talent Show. We have
a few bird contestants already signed up, and thereOs room for a few more. HereOs a great
opportunity to showcase your birdOs talents and demonstrate how much fun a pet bird can be.

Our April meeting presentat ion was about bird body language and behavior. Anna Sloan
did a wonderful presentation on how to look for the many different cues birds give to
communicate. We learned about eye -pinning, head bobbing, and the Cockatoo Ostink eyeO. Did you
know that if y our bird offers you some ABC food (Already Been Chewed) that itOs a gesture of
affection? We also gained some insight as to why many birds like to take a bath when the vacuum
cleaner is running. The going theory is noise means safety and silence could me an danger. Anna
and her husband Andy taped her presentation; it can be found on YouTube.com. Search for a
posting from Anna or Andy Sloan and Macaw and Cockatoo Rescue.

Our May meeting presentation is a two -fer: two different presentations in one meeti ng.
The first presentation will be a brief orientation of our HDBC website. Aaron Birenboim, our
webmaster and host, will show us how to navigate on our website and how to gain access to
member's only content. Bird bands are the topic of the second pres entation. Find out what all
those letters and numbers mean on bird bands. Learn how those little bitty bands are placed over
those great big birdy feet. Sandi Brennan will help us "crack the codes" on bird bands and explain
why birds are banded and how they're banded. JENNIFER




High Desert Bird Club of New
Mexico

P.O. Box 67855
Albuquerque, NM 87193

Website: www.highdesertbirdclub.org

Executive Committee:
President B Jennifer Catron
Vice President B Sandi Brennan
Secretary BJoseph Hovanec
Treasurer B Ann Hovanec

Membership: Any person interested in
cage birds who agrees to support the
objectives in the HDBC by-laws is eligible
for membership.

Dues:

$20.00 Individual

$30.00 Household (two voting members)
$15.00 Juniors (17 or younger)

$15.00 Seniors (over 60)

$25.00 Senior Household (two voting
members, one over 60)

(Due in January; mid-year dues pro-rated
on quarterly basis)

Meetings: Unless otherwise specified,
HDBC meets on the 4™ Thursday of each
month at the Raymond A. Sanchez
Community Center, 9800 4" Street NW,
2 blocks north of Alameda Blvd. in
Albuquerque, NM. Meetings begin at
6:30 pm.

Newsletter Advertising: (REVISED)
Any business which supports HDBC
(allowing posters &/or club newsletters in
their place of business or contributing to
materially club activities, etc.) may have
a business card sized ad at no cost. A !
page ad costs $25 for 6 months. Non-
profit bird related organizations may have
ads place at no cost at the discretion of
the editor or HDBC board. Members
may have short text-only ads for two
months (renewable) at no cost.

Newsletter Policy:  Birdy Bytes, like all
other aspects of HDBC, this is the work
of all Club members and will only be as
good as the members want it to be. As
editor, | will see to it that an issue of
Birdy Bytes goes out every month. What
it contains, however, is up to all of you. |
have neither the time nor inclination to
search out articles and such just to fill up
the newsletter. | will include any and all
submissions with few exceptions
(obscene, inflammatory, overtly personal,
copyrighted or insufficiently bird-related).

HDBC Standing Committees

Chair Volunteer Opportunities Still
Available!

See issue Vol. 1, No. 1 (August 2008) for
a description of the committee duties.

Advertising/Publicity © Marion Beal
AFA Delegate b Betty Hall
Bird Expo B Jennifer Catron
Rescue/Adoptions D Lisa Uhl
Michelle Siebersma

Education B Sandi Brennan
Fundraising b available
Hospitality B Lisa Uhl
Library B Betty Hall
Membership  Anni and Joe Hovanec
Newsletter B Joe Hovanec
Raffle  Sandi Brennan
Special Events B Joe Garcia

Brittney Garcia
Website  Aaron Birenboim

Raffle Table: A raffle table is held at the
conclusion of each monthly meeting. All
members are encouraged to donate
items to the table as often as their means
will allow. Items should be bird-related
and should be new or in like-new
condition. Tickets are 50¢ each or 12 for
$5. Special items of higher value may be
sold separately using a sealed-bid
auction. Thanks to all who have
contributed.

Hospitality Table:  The hospitality table
provides an assortment of light snacks
and beverages at each meeting.
Members are urged to make regular
contributions and the membership is
grateful to all contributors. Lisa Uhl
coordinates the hospitality table and she
may be contacted at 898-4640 or
cuhl3@comcast.net.

Adoption Policy: HDBC has distributed
adoption forms for use in any club-
sponsored adoption program. Additional
forms may be obtained from Lisa Uhl and
will son be available for download on the
HDBC website. This will not apply to
adoptions from non-HDBS sources which
may be included in this newsletter.

Bird Rescue Hotline:
505-554-0804

Non-Profit Status: HDBC is now an IRS
approved 501(c)(3) non-profit
educational organization.

CALENDAR
NEXT MEETING

Thursday, May 28, 2009
at 6:30 pm at the
Raymond A. Sanchez
Community Center.
[From 6:30 until about
7:00, we will meet in the
computer room and
conduct routine
business. From there,
we will move to our
regular meeting room for
special business and our
scheduled activity.]

Topic:

This meeting will feature
a review of the HDBC
website by Aaron
Birenboim and a
discussion of bird
banding by Sandi
Brennan .

Coming Up:

June 20

June 25

Movie night

July 24

AFA Powerpoint Presentation
and Potluck Dinner

Aug. 28

Cockatoos presented by
Evelyn Candelaria




Bird Expo 2009: Saturday, June 20, 2009

The Bird Expo Committee held another meeting on the May 13" we're making good progress
and committee members are doing awesome work. Here are some details from our most recent
meeting.

Venue rental agreement was executed and the required liability insurance policy was purchased.

The Community Center management offered to waive the stage rental fee ($10 per hour) and the
cleaning deposit in exchange for community service. Our community service would include
helping the Center out with some of their events (like we did last Halloween) and hosting some
classes for kids or other interested parties at the center about pet birds and bird care (one of our
goals). These requirements are consistent with Club objectives and we accepted the offer.

Vendors that wish to purchase booth space are encouraged to send in their application with a
check as soon as possible to secure their space. Good spots are still available and the cost is
really reasonable.

Additional table rental is likely necessary. The Community Center has only 18 tables available to
us. However, they have an ample number of chairs.

Bird Star Talent Show still has room for a few more contestants. We have judges confirmed:
Judy Dwyer, Dr. Levenson, and Malcom Birch.

Bird Expo fliers will be available for distribution at the May Club meeting. A pdf copy will be
posted on our website soon to download. All members are encouraged to distribute fliers.

Other Bird Expo advertisement will include a classified add in the Albuquerque Journal. Marion
Beal is working on getting Bird Expo information in the Venue and Fetch sections of the ABQ
Journal as well. She"s also researching the possibility of having something listed in the Kirkland
is our primary source of advertisement for now. All members are encouraged to spread the word.
Information about our Bird Expo and a schedule of events is posted on our HDBC website.

Water table sales project manager is Evelyn Candelaria. We still have some opportunities for
volunteers to sign up for a two-hour shift selling bottled water.

Speaking of volunteers, we still have lots of opportunities for volunteers to work the admission
table, HDBC info table, raffle table, and Expo set up and break down. Many hands make work
light, so if we all do a little bit, we"ll all have time to shop, visit and enjoy the Expo activities as
well.

The last committee meeting before the Expo is Wednesday, June 10, 2009, at 6:30 p.m.
Tentatively, we will meet at the Raymond G. Sanchez Community Center. Confirmation of the
specific meeting room is pending. Everyone is welcome to attend the committee meetings.
Please contact Jennifer Catron at 235-2803 if you have any questions or need additional
information. Thank you for your support!

-

Bird Star Talent Show b Call for Talent

Do you have a bird that likes to sing, talk or whistle? Does you bird have a special talent that
makes you smile? Can white birds really dance? The HDBC Bird Star Talent Show is the perfect
place to showcase your bird"s talent.



Our Bird Star Talent Show is based on the show OPet StarO on the Animal Planet channein TV.
Each contestant will have the opportunity to show his talent for a few minutes to a panel of three

judges. Attendees of our Bird Expo will have a great opportunity to see how much fun pet birds
can be.

We'"re still working on prizes for the winrers, but all winners will most certainly have bragging
rights. There is no entry fee to compete, however, only HDBC members can enter their bird(s) in
the Bird Star Talent Show. So if you"re not yet a member and you want a crack at some bragging
rights, now is a good time to join the HDBC.

For more information about the Bird Star Talent Show, please contact Brittany Garcia at
Bgarcia_2009@yahoo.com.

The American Federation of Aviculture 2009 Conventia

The 35th Annual Convention of the American Federation of Aviculture will be
held in Houston, Texas this year on August 5-8, 2009. It"s a great opportunity
to meet new friends, renew old friendships, and learn more about birds. This
year"s offsite event is a special trip to the Houston Zoo. For more
information, go to www.afabirds.org

The T-Shirts Have Arrived!!!

Our new T-Shirts have arrived
and will be available at the
May meeting. Just to remind
you, the cost is $12 for S-XL,
$14 for XXL and $16 for XXLT.
We will be ordering more for
the EXPO so if your name was
not on the list for this order, it"s
not too late.

OF NEW MEXICO

We Now Have a Hotline

HDBC has acquire a hotline for bird rescue. It is a Verizon cell phone with the phone number:
505-554-0804.



Psittacine Body Language Now on YouTube

Anna and Andy Sloan have posted videos of her presentation on Psittacine Body Language on the
YouTube website. There are 11 parts. You can find them at

http://www.youtube.com/view_play_list?p=DB4D728928645460

Test Your Knowledge on Basic Bird Care

Trina Hatcher, of Hatch"s Parrot Place, created a test of basic parrot knowledge for her clients.
This is one of three sections of that test. Consider each question carefully as to whether it is
completely true or completely false. After you answer all the questions, see how you scored on
basic bird care.

Anatomy

Parrots can see color.

Taste buds are located on the roof of the mouth.

All parrots have a preening gland that produces oil that waterproofs the feathers.
Down feathers provide insulation.

A new feather is encased in a protective keratin sheath that must be removed as soon
as possible.

Once a new feather is completely grown in, its blood supply dries up.

The molting process takes about six weeks.

Molting is a stressful time for your parrot.

A parrot"s bones are heavy and thick.

0. Because a parrot"s respiratory system is complex, they are not more sensitive to fumes,
smoke, gases, etc. than humans.
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Score Key
1-T, 2-T, 3-F (not amazons), 4-T, 5-F, 6-T, 7-T, 8-T, 9-F, 10-F

Score Rating out of a Possible 10

10 Top Perch. Best view in the house.

8 or 9 Top Perch Apprentice. Find a perch not directly under the top perch and listen and
learn.

6 or 7 Perch Potato. Keep listening and watching and aspire to more lofty goals.

4 or 5 Food Bowl Potato. Feed the body and the mind.

3or Less Ground feeder. Chickens make good pets too.



Birds are Available for Adoption HDBC Thanks Our Sponsors

[These are not HDBC adoptions; fees may
apply; contact numbers provided for more
info.]

Avian Rescue BIRDS 06 RJGHT HESCUE RESAD AND SANCTIANY

Ron or Charlie Howard, 899-5979
Chris & Lisa Uhl

Amazons (2 available, 1 m, 1 f)
Cockatiels (many available)

Finches, Zebra (2 available)

Goffins Cockatoos (3 available, 1 m, 2 f)
Macaw, Blue and Gold (1 available, 1 f)
Macaws, Scarlet (2 available, 1 m, 1 f)

Birds of Flight Rescue, Rehab &
Sanctuary

Lisa Uhl, 898-4640

FENIX CROCKS & FEEDERS
Crocks, Cages, Birds & More

Budgies, American (2 available, 1 m, 1 f)

Cockatiels (1 pair, 1 m whiteface, 1 f)

Macaw and Cockatoo Rescue of New
Mexico
Anna Sloan, 994-0505

African Greys, Congo (2 available)
Cockatiels, (5 single birds, 1 pair)
Cockatoo, Elenora (1 available)
Cockatoo, Moluccan (1 available)
Lory, Red (1 available)

Macaws, Blue and Gold (3 available)
Macaw, Military (1 available)

Macaw, Yellow-collared (1 available)




