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Bird Words 

Greetings Everyone, 

Monsoon season is in full swing, the dog days of 
summer are upon us, and many of our birds are 
molting like crazy.   

This month, we have an interesting article by our 
Club President, Margaret Johnson, about bleeding in 
parrots and blood feathers.  Our roundtable topic for 
the July general meeting is all about molting and pin 
feathers.   

All birds molt, some more frequently than others.  It’s 
good to learn more about this natural process and 
how we can help our feathered friends.   

As a club, we are always interested in feedback and 
input from our membership, bird owners, and anyone 
simply interested in pet birds.  If you have some 
suggestions for future meeting programs, events, or 
activities, reach out to any club officer or member.  
Even better, if you’d like to do a presentation on 
something pet bird related, let us know.   

We continue to partner with Birds of a Feather Parrot 
Rescue of NM and support the cause with 
educational and community outreach events.  
Director Dorothy Newbill is doing a phenomenal job 
helping pet birds and people throughout the state of 
New Mexico and even some neighboring states as 
well.  If you’re looking to add to your feather family, 
contact Dorothy.  If you can help with time, energy, 
bird supplies, or dollars, consider giving to Birds of a 
Feather Parrot Rescue.  We’re all about the birds.  

Jennifer Catron 

 

Upcoming Events 

July 25th – General Meeting 
Program: Roundtable discussion, Molting 
Season and Coping with Pin Feathers 
RGSCC, Albuquerque, NM 

Aug 22nd – General Meeting,  
Birds Tales and Roundtable Discussion 
RGSCC, Albuquerque, NM 

Sept 26th – General Meeting, 
Program TBD 
RGSCC, Albuquerque, NM 

file:///C:/Users/JRCatron/Documents/High%20Desert%20Bird%20Club%20of%20NM/Newsletters/Bytes%202019-07.docx%23_Toc14798247
file:///C:/Users/JRCatron/Documents/High%20Desert%20Bird%20Club%20of%20NM/Newsletters/Bytes%202019-07.docx%23_Toc14798248
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Bird Club Biz 
 
High Desert Bird Club of NM 
P.O. Box 67855 
Albuquerque, NM 87193 
www.HighDesertBirdClub.org 
 
Bird Rescue Hotline: (505) 554-0804 

General Meetings 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

Meeting time: 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 

Location:  
Raymond G. Sanchez Community Center 
9800 - 4

th
 Street NW 

Albuquerque, NM 
Map link: http://goo.gl/maps/tk52Y 

Club Officers 
President: Margaret Johnson 
Vice President: Carolyn Newell 
Secretary: Sparky Newell 
Treasurer: Jennifer Catron 

Committee Chairpersons 
Advertising/Publicity: Available 
AFA Delegate: Jennifer Catron 
Bird Rescue: Margaret Johnson 
Education: Dorothy Newbill 
Fundraising: Available 
Hospitality: Sparky Newell 
Library: Carolyn and Sparky Newell 
Membership: Available 
Newsletter: Jennifer Catron 
Raffle: Available 
Website: Jennifer Catron 

Treasurer’s Report  
Beginning balance (stmt 5/31/19) $1,808.35 
 
  Revenue (memberships) $7.50 
  Expenses $0 
 
Ending balance (stmt 6/30/19) $1,815.85 
 

The High Desert Bird Club of NM is a 
501(c)(3) educational, public charity 

recognized by the IRS. 

Membership Requirements 
Any person interested in cage birds who agrees 
to support the objectives in the HDBC By-Laws 
is eligible for membership. 

Membership Dues  
$20.00 Individual  
$30.00 Household 
$15.00 Junior (17 or younger)  
$15.00 Senior (60 or older) 
$25.00 Senior Household 
 
Dues are payable in January of each year or at 
a quarterly pro-rated amount upon joining the 
Club.  

Newsletter Policy 
Birdy Bytes is generally issued on a monthly 
basis.  Content from members is encouraged.  
Content deemed obscene, inflammatory, overtly 
personal, copyrighted without permission to 
republish, or insufficiently bird-related may not 
be published at the discretion of the newsletter 
Editor.  

Newsletter Advertising Policy 
Any individual or business that supports HDBC 
through the donation of money, goods, or 
services may have a near business-card sized 
ad published in the newsletter for three months 
for no cost.   

Members may have a text ad of up to 50 words 
and a reasonable number of supporting photos 
for no cost.  Ads run for two months and may be 
renewed for two-month increments.  Members 
are responsible for contacting the newsletter 
Editor to renew their ad.   

Advertising space may be purchased.  A half-
page ad costs $25 for six months.  Additional ad 
sizes and corresponding rates are available.  

Newsletter Editor reserves the right to accept or 
reject any advertisement based on the 
appropriateness for Birdy Bytes.   

To submit content for Birdy Bytes, contact 
Jennifer Catron, Editor, at jrcatron@Q.com, or 
(505) 235-2803.   

Thank you.  

  

http://www.highdesertbirdclub.org/
http://goo.gl/maps/tk52Y
mailto:jrcatron@Q.com
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General Meeting 

July 

This month’s general meeting is an open 
roundtable.  The first topic of discussion is 
molting season and pin feathers.  Many of our 
birds are experiencing a heavy molt.  Pin 
feathers are a natural progression from molted 
feathers and our birds can be a little extra 
sensitive or even grumpy.  We can share ideas 
and experience to help our birds cope with this 
natural process.   

Members, guests, and birds are always 
welcome.  Tell a friend. 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM. 

HDBC will be participating at the Environmental 
Fair at the Pueblo of Isleta.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.  

 

Hospitality Table 

Do you like snacks?  
Do you like to share?  
HDBC invites you to 
share some snacks at 
our hospitality table at 
each monthly meeting.   

 

Everyone is 
encouraged to bring snacks when they can.  
We’re very informal about who brings what and 
when.  Donations are always welcome.   

Thank you for your support. 

 

Bird Rescue, Foster, and 

Adoption 

A wide variety of birds are available for adoption 
at Birds of a Feather Parrot Rescue of New 
Mexico (BFPR).  HDBC is partnering with BFPR 
to help with receiving, fostering and rehoming 
pet birds.   

   

Scarlet Macaw       Green Cheek Conure 

If you’re interested in adding a feathered friend 
to your family, please contact Dorothy Newbill 
(BFPR) at (505) 980-6166, or you can call our 
HDBC Pet Bird Rescue Hotline at (505) 554-
0804 for assistance.   

If you are interested in fostering or adopting a 
parrot, BFPR is a very active parrot rescue.  
They are always working with a variety of 
different pet birds from Amazons to Macaws, 
and the smaller birds like budgies and 
cockatiels.  They’ve even had some hand-tame 
doves available for adoption.   

For more information, call Dorothy Newbill at 
(505) 980-6166 or check out their Facebook 
page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/birdsofafeathernm/.  

Rehoming fees and adoption policy process 
apply.   

 

Double Yellow-headed Amazon  

https://www.facebook.com/birdsofafeathernm/
https://www.facebook.com/birdsofafeathernm/photos/a.339516476388846/882447972095691/?type=3
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Bleeding in Parrots 

Bleeding in parrots is one of the scariest and 
most frightening things to happen to your parrot.  
If you are a new bird parent or have had a parrot 
for decades, it’s alarming to see bright red blood 
flowing from your bird.  

Birds can sense every bit of our fear, anxiety 
and stress, so it’s imperative to stay calm.  I 
know, this is very easy to say and oh so hard to 
do, but it just may save your bird’s life.  Here are 
a few good pointers for everyone with pet birds.  

Blood anywhere on the bird or its cage is cause 
for immediate investigation.  Birds do not have a 
large volume of blood and any blood loss can be 
detrimental or even fatal to a bird. 

The first thing to do is find the source of the 
bleeding on the bird.  Flush the bloody area with 
water or hydrogen peroxide, this helps to 
pinpoint the area you think is bleeding.  This will 
also help remove the old or clotted blood and 
assist in locating the source of the bleeding.   

Handle your bird gently and calmly.  Birds feel 
your stress, so the more stressed you become; 
the more stressed the bird will also become.  

Have styptic powder, cornstarch or flour 
available at all times to use as a clotting agent.  
Secure the bleeding area with the clotting agent, 
cover and use gentle pressure to hold the area 
for at least three minutes (no peeking).  

After the bleeding has stopped, observe the bird 
for at least an hour to make sure the bleeding 
does not restart.  If bleeding has not stopped 
after one hour of treatment, contact you 
veterinarian for advice.  If any signs of 
listlessness, weakness, paralysis or respiratory 
distress are noted, get to a veterinarian as soon 
as possible.  If the bleeding continues on the 
way to the vet, have someone else drive so the 
passenger can apply pressure to the bleeding 
area. 

A blood feather is a feather in the process of 
growing in to replace an old, molted feather.  
Blood feathers or most noticeable with the larger 
feathers such as flight (wing) or tail feathers.  
These feathers have a nerve and blood supply.  

Occasionally, a blood feather will break and 
bleed profusely.  Depending on the location of 
the break, use septic powder, gel, flour or 
cornstarch to seal the break.  If the shaft of the 
blood feather is broken at the base, it should be 

pulled out completely or it will continue to bleed.  
A veterinarian is usually needed in this kind of 
situation, but with the right tools, you can learn 
to do it yourself.  Pulling the damaged, bleeding 
feather will help stop the flow of blood, and could 
save your bird’s life.  

The right tools include a sturdy tweezer, 
hemostat, or pair of needle-nosed pliers.  Use 
one of these tools to grasp the feather firmly and 
pull it out.  Always pull the feather out in the 
same direction it is growing.  

Take care not to pull out the feather follicle. If 
you see blood oozing from the feather follicle 
after pulling out the feather, apply styptic powder 
or use direct pressure on the site (three 
minutes, no peeking).  Keep the bird quiet and 
warm.  Watch for continued bleeding, as 
outlined above.  

 

A Broken Blood Feather on 
Peter the Greenwing Macaw 

I have had this happen to me many times and I 
have learned so much by watching my 
veterinarian.  Next time you are in for a checkup 
with your bird, ask to be present and hold your 
bird through different processes and procedures.   

I’ve never ever met a vet that hasn’t wanted to 
teach their bird owners how to care for their 
birds.  This is sound advice for all parrots from 
Budgies to Hyacinths and all our feathered 
friends in between.  

Margaret Johnson 
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AFA Conference 

This year’s American Federation of Aviculture 
conference is being held in Orlando, Florida.   

For more information and to register for the 
conference, go to: 
https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.a
spx?EventID=2550830. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=2550830
https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=2550830
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Facebook Fun 

 

 

 

 

Friends of HDBC 

 

 

 

 


