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Words from the Prez 

Greetings Everyone,  

Wow, another year has come and gone.  I reflect on 
2019 and say goodbye to this decade, I/we also 
can’t do so without mentioning a few things.  

We have changed as a group.  We have a brand 
new educator who has also accepted the role as 
Vice President and the club will learn so much from 
Dorothy Newbill!  For those of you that don’t know 
Dorothy, she is also the founder and director of Birds 
of a Feather Parrot Rescue of NM.  

We have also welcomed new members and with 
that, I’d like to welcome each and every one of you.  
I look forward to a new year of building and fostering 
relationships that continue our growth to the 
goodness of the parrots and the people who love 
and adore them.  

Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas, and a Happy and 
Healthy New Year and decade! 

Warmest Wishes, 

Margaret Johnson 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Jan 16th – Birds of a Feather Parrot Rescue of NM 
Fund Raiser 
Rock & Brews, Albuquerque, NM 

Jan 23rd – General Meeting 
Program: Bird Toy Workshop 
RGSCC Albuquerque, NM 

Feb 27th – General Meeting 
Program: TBD 
RGSCC Albuquerque, NM 

file:///C:/Users/JRCatron/Documents/High%20Desert%20Bird%20Club%20of%20NM/Newsletters/Bytes%202019-12.docx%23_Toc28016793
file:///C:/Users/JRCatron/Documents/High%20Desert%20Bird%20Club%20of%20NM/Newsletters/Bytes%202019-12.docx%23_Toc28016794
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Bird Club Biz 
 
High Desert Bird Club of NM 
P.O. Box 67855 
Albuquerque, NM 87193 
www.HighDesertBirdClub.org 
 
Bird Rescue Hotline: (505) 554-0804 

General Meetings 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

Meeting time: 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 

Location:  
Raymond G. Sanchez Community Center 
9800 - 4

th
 Street NW 

Albuquerque, NM 
Map link: http://goo.gl/maps/tk52Y 

Club Officers 
President: Margaret Johnson 
Vice President: Available 
Secretary: Available 
Treasurer: Jennifer Catron 

Committee Chairpersons 
Advertising/Publicity: Available 
AFA Delegate: Jennifer Catron 
Bird Rescue: Margaret Johnson 
Education: Dorothy Newbill 
Fundraising: Available 
Hospitality: Available 
Library: Available 
Membership: Available 
Newsletter: Jennifer Catron 
Raffle: Available 
Website: Jennifer Catron 

Treasurer’s Report  
Beginning balance (stmt 10/31/19) $1,695.68 
 
  Revenue  $0 
  Expenses  
      Tracfone Refill $112.81 
 
Ending balance (stmt 11/30/19) $1,582.87 
 

The High Desert Bird Club of NM is a 
501(c)(3) educational, public charity 

recognized by the IRS. 

Membership Requirements 
Any person interested in cage birds who agrees 
to support the objectives in the HDBC By-Laws 
is eligible for membership. 

Membership Dues  
$20.00 Individual  
$30.00 Household 
$15.00 Junior (17 or younger)  
$15.00 Senior (60 or older) 
$25.00 Senior Household 
 
Dues are payable in January of each year or at 
a quarterly pro-rated amount upon joining the 
Club.  

Newsletter Policy 
Birdy Bytes is generally issued on a monthly 
basis.  Content from members is encouraged.  
Content deemed obscene, inflammatory, overtly 
personal, copyrighted without permission to 
republish, or insufficiently bird-related may not 
be published at the discretion of the newsletter 
Editor.  

Newsletter Advertising Policy 
Any individual or business that supports HDBC 
through the donation of money, goods, or 
services may have a near business-card sized 
ad published in the newsletter for three months 
for no cost.   

Members may have a text ad of up to 50 words 
and a reasonable number of supporting photos 
for no cost.  Ads run for two months and may be 
renewed for two-month increments.  Members 
are responsible for contacting the newsletter 
Editor to renew their ad.   

Advertising space may be purchased.  A half-
page ad costs $25 for six months.  Additional ad 
sizes and corresponding rates are available.  

Newsletter Editor reserves the right to accept or 
reject any advertisement based on the 
appropriateness for Birdy Bytes.   

To submit content for Birdy Bytes, contact 
Jennifer Catron, Editor, at jrcatron@Q.com, or 
(505) 235-2803.   

Thank you.  

  

http://www.highdesertbirdclub.org/
http://goo.gl/maps/tk52Y
mailto:jrcatron@Q.com
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General Meetings 

November and December 

Our November and December meetings were 
combined in early December.  No other 
meetings will be held in 2019.   

January 

Our first meeting of the year will host another 
bird toy workshop.  Cold winter weather means 
a lot more inside time.  Which means a greater 
need for boredom busting toys, and a diversion 
for feather destructive behavior.   

The club has a collection of bird toy parts and 
foraging items ready for assembly.  Everyone is 
encouraged to bring additional items for making 
bird toys or to refresh some existing toys.   

While we are making toys 
for our birds, let’s make an 
additional toy for donation 
to Birds of a Feather 
Parrot Rescue of NM.  If 
you don’t yet have a 
parrot, but would like to 
help out, bring your 
creativity to assemble 
some toys for parrots in 
need.   

Join us for some bird-toy 
making fun.  Members, 
guests, and birds are 
always welcome.  Tell a 
friend. 

Meeting Minutes 

Meeting was called to order around 7:00 PM at 
the casino buffet dinner.   

Treasurer’s report included payment for 
renewing the HDBC Tracfone for another year 
($112.81).   

Last call for club officer nominations to serve in 
2020.  Votes were cast by members present.  
Election results are: 

President - Margaret Johnson 
Vice President - Dorothy Newbill 
Secretary - Open 
Treasurer - Jennifer Catron 

Our contract for meeting at the Raymond G. 
Sanchez Community Center is up for renewal in 
January.  Meeting attendees were queried if our 
meeting day should continue or be changed.  
Majority chose to continue with the fourth 
Thursday of each month except for November 
and December.  Margaret Johnson will follow up 
with the community center to renew our contract.  

Some ideas for general meeting programs were 
discussed.  Suggestions included a basic bird 
care presentation, estate planning speaker, and 
more bird toy workshops.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.  A tasty meal, 
good company and good conversation were 
enjoyed by all.   

BFPR of NM Fundraiser 

Birds of a Feather Parrot Rescue of New Mexico 
is hosting a fundraiser at Rock and Brews in 
Albuquerque.  It a gathering of the phlocks!  
Margaritaville meets the Rescue.   

Date:  January 16, 2020, Thursday 

Time:  5:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

Place: Rock and Brews 
 4800 Montgomery Blvd NE 
 Albuquerque, NM 

There will be raffles, fun and all sorts of parrots 
to see.   

For more information, go to their Facebook 
page: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/26201017847
10572/ 

 

 

 

  

Bird Toy Made of 
Coffee Filters 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2620101784710572/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2620101784710572/
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A Christmas Poem 

Twas the night before Christmas and all through 
the flights, not a bird was stirring since I turned 
off the lights.  

Clean dishes were stacked by the freezer with 
care, so in the morning they would be filled with 
fresh healthy fare.  

The birds were all fed and put out to play, 
everyone was settled – I was done for the day.  

When down from the basement there arose 
such a clatter, that I ran for the stairs to see 
what was the matter.  

I raced down the steps and turned down the 
light, glancing first to the left and then to the 
right. 

It was then that I noticed the now empty spot, in 
the cage where the Cockatoos should be but 
were not!  

The Goffin’s are missing I yelled to my spouse, 
while I shuddered to think what they’d do to the 
house.  

My fears were well 
founded I soon 
came to know, as I 
surveyed the 
destruction in the 
bird room below.  

Feeding doors had 
been opened, the 
dishes all tossed, 
bags were ripped 

open their contents all lost.  

The marauders unfastened from the cage tops 
each toy, which they tossed at the occupants 
below with such joy.  

The other birds sulked as they viewed the whole 
mess, this Cockatoo duo had created such 
stress!  

I searched through the room, my frustration 
profound, those two fiendish beasts simply 
weren’t to be found!  

It was then that I noticed the Senegal staring, as 
his eyes flashed with anger I saw he was glaring  

Towards the side of the room at an overturned 
pail. I followed his gaze and saw a flash of white 
tail.  

Goffin’s Cockatoo holding my breath as I 
approached with great care, was it possible both 
could be hiding in there?  

I snatched up the bucket and the villains were 
exposed, they knew they 
were busted and for a 
second they froze,  

Then the Cockatoo shriek 
and scrambling of feet, 
they raced for their cage in 
hasty retreat.  

I slammed the door shut 
as I trembled with rage, 
don’t you two ever, ever 
come out of your cage!  

They stared at me smugly cheeks puffed with 
contentment, their mission accomplished they 
ignored my resentment.  

I’ll clean up tomorrow. I said aloud with a sigh, 
as I walked toward the steps one ‘Too said “bye 
bye.”  

As I turned with a grin I felt suddenly calm, their 
sweet little voices could act as a balm. 

For along with their mischief, they brought love 
and fun, it was hard to stay angry despite what 
they’d done.  

My jangled nerves and life’s hectic pace, had 
made me forget what was in my face.  

I didn’t need gifts, fancy stuff from the store, I 
had all I needed, my birds and much more! 

My dear friends and family, my health and my 
spouse, everything that mattered was right here 
in this house.  

So Santa I thank you but I don’t need a lot, I’m 
learning to be grateful for all that I’ve got.  

If you come down my chimney to leave 
something new, just leave me some padlocks so 
I can lock up the ‘Toos!! 

 

Author Unknown 
Shared from the AFA discussion board 

 



 
December 2019 Birdy Bytes  Page 5 

Dr. Contos Retires 

Say it ain’t so!  But alas, it is.  One of our favorite 
avian veterinarians, Dr. Linda Contos, has 
retired from her practice at Ventana Animal 
Clinic.  Many of us have entrusted our feathered 
family members to her compassionate and 
expert care.  We will miss you Dr. Contos and 
thank you for everything.  We wish you the best 
in all your future endeavors and adventures.   

 

 

Dr. Contos Tending to an Eclectus from 
Birds of a Feather Parrot Rescue of NM 

 

Merry Christmas and  

Happy New Year 

Facebook Fun 

 

 

That’s a Really Tall Cockatoo 
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Bird Rescue, Foster, and 

Adoption 

A wide variety of birds are available for adoption 
at Birds of a Feather Parrot Rescue of New 
Mexico (BFPR).  HDBC is partnering with BFPR 
to help with receiving, fostering and rehoming 
pet birds.   

If you’re interested in adding a feathered friend 
to your family, please contact Dorothy Newbill 
(BFPR) at (505) 980-6166, or you can call our 
HDBC Pet Bird Rescue Hotline at (505) 554-
0804 for assistance.   

 

   

Scarlet Macaw       Green Cheek Conure 

If you are interested in fostering or adopting a 
parrot, BFPR is a very active parrot rescue.  
They are always working with a variety of 
different pet birds from Amazons to Macaws, 
and the smaller birds like budgies and 
cockatiels.  They’ve even had some hand-tame 
doves available for adoption.   

For more information, call Dorothy Newbill at 
(505) 980-6166 or check out their Facebook 
page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/birdsofafeathernm/.  

Rehoming fees and adoption policy process 
apply.   

 

Double Yellow-
headed Amazon 

 

 

Friends of HDBC 

 

 

Dr. Timothy O’Leary, DVM 
505-792-3700 
5747 Calle Perro NW, 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
info@ventannaac.com 
www.ventanaanimalclinic.com 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/birdsofafeathernm/photos/a.339516476388846/882447972095691/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/birdsofafeathernm/
mailto:info@ventannaac.com
http://www.ventanaanimalclinic.com/

